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iiwé UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AQENCY
, s WASHINGTON, D.C, 20460
FES 9 3 ,

M¥r. Paul D. Grimm

U. S. Departoent of Enarey

Acting Amgiustant Sacretary Enviromaent
1000 Indapandanice Averms SW
Washington, B.C.

Re: Hocky Flata Plant
: Anticipated IAG Dsfault

The Rocky Flats Plant Interagency Agzmnt (XAg) preovides
that the araft 0U-2 RCRA Facility Investigation(RFT)/Remedial
Investigation "(RI) report will be sulmittad to rhe snvirormantal
Protaction Agency (EPA) and the Colorado Departmmnt of Health
(CpH) on March 12, 1993. But, by letter dated October 14, 1932,

. DOE’s Rocky Flmbs office informed EPA and CDH that the field work

necessary for this report had not been undertaken and that this
repurt would not ha sumitted when dus. The lettar, copy

.atEachad, says that the work was not undertaken becsusa DOE

datormined that insurficient funds were availzble.

Beginning in october 1991 RPA raised the issue of whether
DOE hsd adeguately fundad work requirgd under the R¥P IAC. Until
the Octoder 14, 1992, letter, EPA bad been repeatedly assured by
DOE that lack of furding would not impalr progress. EFA Ragion 8
and C(DH atafl bhave met with RFP stafl to sxplore means of -
ninimizing tha delay, yst the current projection is that at least
12 nonths are lost.

Absent a showing that DOE requested adaguate funds from
Congress but did not receive the funds required, ths IAG provides
for stipulated penalties for failore te timely submit a primary
documant such as this. To date, no request for an extension has
been recaived, nor am I aware of any dasis upen which to grant an
oxtension if reguested. Acesrdingly, stipulated panalties would
acorue baginning Marsh 13, 1993,

The rasultz of woerk undextaken to date suggest that the
Bedreck Workplan ghould be modified. EPA apd COH ara willing te
work with DOE to modify tha Workplan sccerdingly. Unless the
approved acdifications redquire DOE to undertaks a more extangive,
or mora time consuming, investigstion, modirication will not
raduce or defer DOE‘’s cbligation to pay stipulated pesnaltiss for -
missing the NMarch 12, 1983 IAG milastone.

DOCUMENT CIASSIFICATION
REVIEW WAIVER PER
CLASSIFICATION DFFICE @ Printed oo Recycled Paper

40 ¥43 'S°0 LSv8 097 0T . 8181 $5/80/%0



FEB-10-1993 12:45  FROM ) T0 gse68538 P.@3

—3-

Moreovey, TOR’s abligation +0 awbult the Draft RFI/RI Repoxrt
for OU=2 raguires the resulte of all investigationa spacified in

an appreved Workplan., A partial submission would ba a failura o
mapnt tha -IAG mileatsonas. . ‘

Even mora troubling than the prouspect of missing the 0U-2
allestone is that these events seenm symptomatic of underlyi
proklens in Rooky Flats remedial efiforts that can erode puklic
canfidenca and impair the progress of environmental rastoration.
T stggest wa convene & neetircxg ef all key participants to address
the fundamantal problems whick mst ba resolved if envivonmental
restoration is to progress in a timaly fashiop and public
confidenca is to be rowtorsd.

I n®) mcﬁm&_/

Th I Metmll, JY.
Acting Deputy Assistant Administrator
for Fodeéral Facilities Enforcement
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